
12th Women's Conference Workshop Descriptions

Morning Workshops (Friday & Saturday)
AF1: Spiritual Gifts: Not Famous But Effective
(Tamara Brooks) In society there is a tendency to feel
less effective than others because we don't have certain
gifts. God has given us specific gifts we are to use for his
purposes and glorification. Most gifts will not require us to
be in the spotlight but are necessary in the lives of those
around us and in the world. We might never be famous

but we can be effective in our everyday lives. This
workshop is only offered on Friday morning. 

AS1: Women's Leadership in the Moravian
Church Today (The Rev. Dr. Craig Atwood,
keynote speaker) What can modern Moravians
around the world learn about the role of women in the
church today by looking at our history? How do Moravians
understand the Bible's teaching about women, especially
Jesus' view of women? Why do Moravians believe that
God expects women to be treated with respect and given
opportunities to bear witness to the Good News of Jesus
Christ? This workshop is only offered on Saturday
morning. 

AFS2: Bringing God's Light in Promoting
Sustainable Mission (The Rev. Judy Ganz)
Often our mission efforts result in dependency on the part
of the receiver.  How can we share our wealth in ways
that promote self-esteem and sustainability and thus
transmit God's grace to the other?

AFS3: Lighting the Supportive Way for
Caregivers (Leigh Weber & Joy Cole)
Overwhelmed and exhausted, caregivers often do not
know where to begin to ask for help. How can the church
reach out to these dedicated souls? Two experienced
caregivers share their insights and introduce ways of
offering healthy spiritual, physical and emotional support. 
Participants will return to their church home better
prepared to minister to caregivers in their congregations.   

AFS4: Lighting the Way with Resources,
Moravian-Style! (Beth Hayes) In a world full of
choices, how do you find Moravian-friendly resources for
your Sunday School class, your small group study, your
own devotions and prayer life? We'll explore some
excellent Biblical and topical studies, curricula, online
resources and publications that can enrich you, your small
groups, and your congregation as you light the way for
brothers and sisters in Christ.

AFS5: Making Disagreements & Conflicts a
Win-Win (The Rev. Margaret Leinbach)

In any family, church or group, mis-communications,
differences and disagreements inevitably arise. We have
choices & control over how we will behave. This workshop
introduces the 7 Constructive Conflict Management
Behaviors and 8 Destructive Behaviors. We’ll learn how our
specific "hot buttons" affect our behavior and suggests
ways to cool them.

AFS6: Moravian Women in Albania (Vjollca
Mazi)
Learn about the growing Christian movement in the
country of Albania and how the Moravian Church has
played an important role. Attendees will also hear about
the work and ministry of Moravian women in Albania.

AFS7: Light of the World: Raising Faithful
Children in a Global World (The Rev. Suzanne
Miller) As Christians, educators, parents, and leaders, we
have the opportunity and responsibility to raise younger
generations in the faith and fulfill our baptismal promises.
How do we raise children faithfully in a globally-minded
world? How can we encourage them to embrace the
diversity around them? Using scripture, art, music, and
stories, we will discover ways we can live faithfully in the
diverse and global 21st century.

AFS8: Sharing the Light: A Hymn-Writing
Workshop (The Rev. Nola Reed Knouse)
Have you ever longed to express your faith in song? Have
you wished you could write a hymn but didn't know how?
This workshop will give you guidance in how to craft a
hymn text, how to make sure it "sings," and we will write a
hymn during our time together!

AFS9: Shining Our Light: Moravian Women &
Transformative Giving (Chi-Chi Messick &
Laura Watson) Attendees will hear a brief history of
generous Moravian women and the impact their lives have
made. We'll talk about your giving autobiography, what
women should know about wills, transformative gifts, and
the relationship between women and money. 

AFS10: Time to be Holy: Creating and Praying
in a Sacred Space (The Rev. Willie Israel)
Our Lord Jesus took time away from his busy ministry to
receive the spiritual sustenance of prayer. We, his
followers, should also set aside time to be alone with our
God. Participants will learn how to create a sacred space
for their prayer time, and techniques for releasing the
stress and busyness of their lives. The goal is to help
women cope with their daily challenges, while growing
closer to their God.



Afternoon Workshops (Friday & Saturday)
PF1: The Pain of Loss… the Promise of Hope
(Jennifer Sands, keynote speaker)
Jennifer will share the Scriptures and Scenarios that gave
her comfort, healing, and encouragement after 9/11.
This workshop will only be offered on Friday
afternoon. 

PS1: Simply Moravian: The Essentials for
Leadership Today (Ruth Cole Burcaw)
How can you live out your faith as a leader in the church?
How can you stay aware of the presence of God through
challenges and discouragement? We'll explore the
"essentials," as understood by the ancient Unity of the
Brethren and discover links between God's grace and our
call to discipleship and servanthood. This workshop is
only offered on Saturday afternoon.

PFS2: Gifts of the Holy Spirit & Power (Linda
Wellman)
God's plan is to raise up a strong army of believers who
are equipped to do the same works that Jesus did.  the
operation of the Spiritual gifts are a part of that.  God
desires that we walk in the spiritual gifts. The gifts of the
Holy Spirit are given by God for the purpose of ministry
taking place for the good of the body of Christ.

PFS3: Helping the Women of Tanzania Help
Themselves (Marion Perrin)
Marion will update the women on the HUKWAFA program
in Tanzania which has expanded to form groups of mostly
women who contribute to the group and then take loans
to develop micro-enterprises. They are excited about this
opportunity to do something themselves to better the
lives of their families.

PFS4: Mission and Service: Exploring the
Great Commission (Monica Stevens-Brooks)
Mission and service are two important factors in every
Christian life. We are called to heed the command from
Jesus himself: "Go into all the world and make disciples."
One's world can be the home, the workplace, cities, states
and other countries. Mission and service are imperative
for the individual, essential for the world and urgent for
God. We'll examine scripture references, interpretation
and an application.

PFS5: Sharing God's Light with the Women in
Cuba (Tania Sanchez Fonseca)
Cuba's first Moravian Women's Board was elected at a
national meeting in 2012. These women are raising funds,
teaching workshops on domestic violence and other
important issues, promoting spiritual development, and
working diligently to grow their churches. This workshop
will include analyzing Bible texts from a gender
perspective, working as women in a culture of peace, and

using Biblical and theological tools to address conflicts.  

PFS6: Singing Our Sisters' Song: Moravian
Women Composers (Gwyneth Michel & The
Rev. Nola Reed Knouse)
Many of us have heard Christian Gregor described as the
"Father of Moravian Music," but who was the "Mother of
Moravian Music?"  Were there, are there,  Moravian
women composers who inspire us with their music and
prose?  Join us as we celebrate our Sisters' songs from the
18th century to the present. From Henrietta Louise von
Hayn to our present-day Tanzanian Sisters, let's sing!

PFS7: Turn on the Light with Prayer (Fay
Thomas)
William Blake once wrote, "We are here but for a little
while to learn to bear the beams of love."  This workshop
will show us how to how to turn on the light of God's love
through prayer and reflect it in our lives. We will discuss
the nature of prayer, different types of prayers and
practice different ways of praying.

PFS8: The Unity Women's Desk--Walking into
the Light in 2015 (The Rev. Patty Garner)
Since our last report in 2011, the Unity Women's Desk has
made great strides awarding scholarships to girls and
women, making micro-loans for women to start
businesses, and supporting projects that affect women. 
We'll update you on our accomplishments and how you
can get involved in this exciting work with women and girls
around the world. 

PFS9: Unnamed Women of Jesus' Ministry
(Joyce Vance)
Numerous women played a vital role in Jesus' ministry and
remain unnamed to us. The encounters between Jesus and
these women crossed social and religious boundaries
around gender roles and purity laws, and were central to
demonstrating Jesus' ministry. Through faithful exploration
of scripture, we'll unearth the lives and stories of these
women. Participants will reflect on these stories and
consider unnamed women in their lives through hands-on
activity centers.

PFS10: Walking in the Twilight: Reinventing
Aging (The Rev. Carol Dague)
Aging is a process of life we all share, but medical
advances introduce a “New Old” where seniors have the
ability to play a leading role as wise mentors who can and
must contribute their knowledge and experience to the
political, socio-economic and spiritual culture. Attendees
will discover "opportunities" of aging and ways to utilize
their talents, experience and beliefs to impact life for all
generations. 

Visit moravianwomensconference.org for more info!

http://moravianwomen.wordpress.com/

